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815

Week Ending Friday, June 1, 2001

Statement on Passage of the
‘‘Economic Growth and Tax Relief
Reconciliation Act of 2001’’
May 25, 2001

As a result of this landmark tax relief
agreement, the American taxpayers will have
more money in their pockets to save and
invest, and the economy will receive a much-
needed shot in the arm. I commend the
Members of the House and Senate, Repub-
lican and Democrat alike, who made this
happen. Tax relief is a centerpiece of our
American agenda, and I look forward to sign-
ing it into law.

NOTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue.

The President’s Radio Address
May 26, 2001

Good morning. Most Americans are enjoy-
ing a 3-day weekend this Saturday, and I
hope you are enjoying yours. I also hope
you’ll find the time to share in our Nation’s
observance of Memorial Day, when we pause
to reflect on the cost of the free lives we
live today.

I will be marking the day with military vet-
erans gathering at the White House, who
knew and remember the people who never
came back from our Nation’s wars. I will then
go to Arlington National Cemetery to lay a
wreath at the Tomb of the Unknowns. It will
be a high honor, and I will be there on behalf
of all the people of the United States. Later
that day I will join with veterans in Arizona
for a commemoration and national moment
of remembrance.

Most of us know war veterans. I had the
privilege of being raised by one. Usually, they
are reticent about their experiences. It is
often difficult for them to think back on those

names and faces, on the ones who never lived
to be called veterans. But on Memorial Day,
we accept our obligation to do just that.

We will remember the heroism, the hard-
ship, the national gain, and personal loss our
wars have brought. America has been given
so much, but of all our assets, resources, and
strengths, none have counted for more than
the courage of young soldiers in the face of
battle.

When war has come, the great decisions
were made here at the White House. But
when the orders went out and were received
half a world away, victory has always come
down to the people flying the planes, man-
ning the ships, carrying the gun and the pack.
They’re the ones who have cleared the seas,
crossed the rivers, charged the hills, and cov-
ered the skies. They have defended us. They
have died for us. They have never dis-
appointed us. We are in their debt more than
a lifetime of Memorial Days could ever
repay.

With their sacrifice comes a duty that will
go on through the generations, to honor them
in our thoughts, in our words, and in our
lives. Every Memorial Day we try to grasp
the extent of this loss and the meaning of
this sacrifice. But it always seems more than
words can convey. In the end, all we can do
is be thankful; all we can do is remember
and always appreciate the price that was paid
for our own lives and our own freedom.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 3:40 p.m. on
May 24 in the Cabinet Room at the White House
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on May 26. The tran-
script was made available by the Office of the
Press Secretary on May 25 but was embargoed
for release until the broadcast. The Office of the
Press Secretary also released a Spanish language
transcript of this address.
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816 May 26 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2001

Remarks on Passage of the
‘‘Economic Growth and Tax Relief
Reconciliation Act of 2001’’
May 26, 2001

Well, thank you all very much for joining
me here at the people’s house on this historic
occasion. I asked all of you to join me here
to be able to publicly thank the Members
of the House and the Senate for working so
diligently to give Americans another impor-
tant reason to celebrate this holiday week-
end.

I first want to thank House Speaker
Dennis Hastert and Senate Majority Leader
Trent Lott for their strong and effective lead-
ership, leadership that was instrumental in
delivering significant tax relief for the Amer-
ican people. I thank the incoming majority
leader of the Senate, Tom Daschle, for work-
ing with us to schedule today’s vote promptly.
I very much appreciate Senator Daschle’s
willingness to allow the will of the majority
of the Senate to prevail, even though he,
himself, did not agree.

I thank all the members of the conference
committee, especially Chairman Chuck
Grassley and Chairman Bill Thomas, Senator
Max Baucus and Senator John Breaux, who
worked tirelessly to make tax relief a reality.
I also want to especially thank Don Nickles,
Phil Gramm, Olympia Snowe, and House
Majority Leader Dick Armey and all who
helped make tax relief possible. And while
I’m thanking people, I want to thank all those
who voted aye, and so do the taxpayers of
America.

Today, for the first time since the land-
mark tax relief championed 20 years ago by
President Ronald Reagan, and 40 years ago
by President John F. Kennedy, an American
President has the wonderful honor of letting
the American people know significant tax re-
lief is on the way.

What is especially significant about the tax
relief passed by the United States House and
Senate today is that it cuts income taxes for
everyone who pays them. Nothing could be
more profound, and nothing could be more
fair. No more wondering whether you’re tar-
geted in or whether you meet all the fine
print requirements to qualify for one special
tax break or another. No, this tax relief is

straightforward and fair. If you pay income
taxes, you get relief.

And for this year’s first installment of the
tax cut, the check will literally be in the mail.
Late this summer and into the fall, every sin-
gle American who pays income taxes will re-
ceive a check. Single taxpayers will receive
a check of $300. Single parents who are
heads of household will receive a check of
$500. And married couples will receive a
check of $600.

That immediate tax relief will provide an
important boost at an important time for our
economy. And what is more is you can feel
comfortable using it because more tax relief
is on the way. The checks are the first install-
ment of lasting, long-term reductions in tax
rates. As a result, when this tax relief plan
is fully implemented, a typical family of four
will see their taxes cut by about half.

The check you will receive in the mail rep-
resents your benefit from the newest lowest
rate, which drops from 15 percent to 10 per-
cent. Starting in July and continuing next Jan-
uary, the Federal Government will begin re-
ducing the amount it withholds from pay-
checks to reflect the first phase of new and
lower tax rates.

Ultimately, tax rates will be reduced from
the current 28 to 25, from 31 down to 28,
from 36 to 33, and from 39.6 to 35 percent.
Over the next 10 years, the child credit will
double from last year’s $500 per child to $600
per child this year to $1,000 by the year 2010.
The marriage penalty will be dramatically re-
duced, and the unfair death tax will be com-
pletely abolished by the year 2010.

This tax relief helps all taxpayers. It espe-
cially helps those at the low end of the eco-
nomic ladder. It helps American workers by
letting them keep more money. And it helps
small businesses, so that family-owned res-
taurants and startup software companies can
hire more workers and provide more jobs for
Americans. The tax relief package honors
marriage and family by reducing the unfair
marriage penalty and doubling the credit for
children. It does away with one of the most
unfair aspects of the Tax Code, a death tax
that taxes earnings when you make them, the
interest when you save them, and one more
time when you die.
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As many of you know, throughout my cam-
paign I met tax families all across the country,
diverse people from all walks of life who rep-
resented the hopes and dreams of American
families. Joining us today is one of those fam-
ilies, the Petersons, Paul and Deborah and
Juliette and Sarah Kate.

They work hard. Paul works during the day
at Ukrop’s Supermarket in downtown Rich-
mond, Virginia. At night he’s working on an
MBA at Avery College. Deborah works at
home caring for their daughters. The
Peterson family was here last February when
the prospects for tax relief were not exactly
what they were—like they are today.

Well, Paul and Deborah, I’m delighted to
let you know that your family will receive
$800 in tax relief this year—600 from the
check and another 200 from the immediate
increase in the child credit.

I have even more good news for the
Petersons and folks like them all across
America. When you were here in February,
we calculated that your ultimate tax savings
would be $1,100 a year. Well, when all as-
pects of the plan are phased in, you will re-
ceive not $1,100 a year, but $1,700 a year.
That is 1,700 more dollars for this good fam-
ily to spend on their children and on their
dreams. I’m confident about one thing:
These good folks can spend the $1,700 better
than the Federal Government can.

Tax relief was the right thing to do, and
it is the responsible thing to do, for the
American people and for our economy.

I, once again, thank and applaud the Mem-
bers of Congress, both Republicans and
Democrats, who joined together to get re-
sults on behalf of the American people. The
tax relief package that was voted on today
was agreed on last night, after this week’s
change in the balance of power in the United
States Senate. And it can be a model for the
work that is ahead. Tax relief was based on
important principles, principles that are com-
passionate and conservative and principles
that were preserved during the legislative
process of give-and-take.

We listened to the voices of those in my
party and in the Democratic Party who want-
ed additional help for those at the lowest end
of the economic ladder. We listened, and as
a result, this plan has even more help for

lower income Americans. The earned-
income credit is expanded for low income
married couples, and the child credit is re-
fundable for parents, providing the most help
for those who earn between $10,000 and
$25,000 a year.

We acted on principle. We worked to-
gether to build consensus and to get results.
This is significant, and this is only the begin-
ning. The Peterson family, and families like
them all across America, need more than just
a tax cut. The Petersons want us to work to-
gether to improve public education, strength-
en their retirement security, modernize
Medicare, and strengthen and modernize our
national defenses.

Again, thanks to the Members of Con-
gress. I hope you enjoy your Memorial Day
recess. And then, let’s work together to com-
plete the great progress we are making on
legislation to improve America’s public
schools.

Again, I want to thank you all for coming.
This is an historic day. It explains the art of
the possible. It shows what can happen when
good people come together with the inten-
tion of doing what’s right for the American
people. And we have done right by the Amer-
ican people today.

God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:08 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House.

Remarks at a Memorial Day
Breakfast
May 28, 2001

Thank you. Well, Tony, thank you very
much. I appreciate so very much the fine
work you are doing on behalf of the veterans
for America. I knew that I made a pretty
good selection when I picked Tony. I didn’t
realize that so many would agree with me
so quickly, and I thank you very much for
taking on such a tough assignment.

I am also honored that the Secretary of
Defense is here. Mr. Secretary, thank you,
and thanks for bringing your great wife, as
well. I’m pleased to know that Mel Martinez
and his wife are here, another Cabinet Sec-
retary, as well as Ann Veneman and Tommy
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Thompson, head of Health and Human Serv-
ices. Thank you all for being here today. Jeni,
thank you for your kind prayer.

Senator Dole, it’s great to see you, sir. I’m
really pleased you brought your better half.
[Laughter] Elizabeth is one of our all-time
favorites. I know you’ve worked hard for this
moment, and I want to thank you for being
here. I see Freddie Smith, as well, who—
you did a fine job of twisting his arm to take
over the head of the World War II Memorial
Fund. And thanks, Fred, so much for your
hard work.

I’m glad Members of the Congress who
are here—I thought most of you were trying
to escape town, but some of you stayed be-
hind to help celebrate this occasion. Senator
Hutchinson from the great State of Arkansas
is here. Thank you very much, Tim, for being
here. Senator Bob Smith, thank you, sir, for
coming. Senator Ted Stevens, I appreciate
so very much, you being here. And of course,
the chairman, John Warner, thanks for com-
ing. Members of the House—Cass Ballenger
and Ralph Regula, Ike Skelton and Chris
Smith—are here, as well. Thank you all for
coming.

I’ve got to say something about an ex-Con-
gressman. I just saw Sonny Montgomery sit-
ting here, and Sonny, you may not be in the
House but a lot of people wish you still were,
and thanks so much for being here.

I want to thank the members of the Joint
Chiefs who are here. I also want to thank
all the World War II vets who are here. And
if you wouldn’t mind standing, I wish you
would, please. [Applause]

William Schmidt, an ex-POW, and Joseph
Alexander, a Defender of Bataan & Cor-
regidor, are here. You just stood, but I want
to thank you two gentlemen for coming, as
well.

I want to welcome everybody to the White
House. Laura and I are so honored you are
here this morning. Later today I will lay a
wreath at the Tomb of the Unknowns, one
of the many acts of remembrance that will
mark this day. Many of you will be there.
Thank you for coming, not only here but
there, as well.

Each of you is not only a veteran in this
room, but each of you is a servant to other
veterans, and for that our Nation is grateful.

America’s veterans have earned not only hon-
ors but specific benefits, and those only be-
come more necessary with the years.

My administration will do all it can to assist
our veterans and to correct oversights of the
past. My budget provides a significant in-
crease for health care at the Department of
Veterans Affairs, where Senator Principi is
very much in charge. We are making consid-
erable progress on implementing the Vet-
erans Millennium Health Care Act. And the
Secretary—did I say Senator Principi?
[Laughter] Always worried about that bal-
ance of power. [Laughter] Secretary Principi
has begun a top-to-bottom review of VA
claims processing in order to identify weak-
nesses and areas of improvement. These are
good first steps, but they are only first steps.

We must also improve the way the VA and
the Department of Defense work together
to provide care to those who have served in
uniform. I am today announcing the creation
of a Presidential task force to recommend
major reforms in the delivery of health care
to veterans and military retirees.

I have asked two distinguished Americans
to lead it. Dr. Gail Wilensky is a prominent
expert on health policy and a faithful friend
to veterans. She will work with Gerry Sol-
omon, who is a long-time advocate for vet-
erans and a former Congressman. One might
be tempted to call him an ex-marine, but we
all know there is no such thing as an ex-ma-
rine. [Laughter] I’m honored that both have
agreed to serve. I am honored they are both
here. Please stand. [Applause] Thank you for
coming.

America really has been given so much.
Yet, of all our assets, resources, and
strengths, none have counted more than the
courage of our young soldiers in the face of
battle. They have cleared the seas, crossed
the rivers, charged the hills, and covered the
skies, and they have never let America down.

I know that those who have seen war are
rarely eager to look back on it, and the hard-
est memories of all concern those who serve
their country and never live to be called vet-
erans. Yet, memory is our responsibility. We
are in their debt more than a lifetime of Me-
morial Days could repay. Their sacrifices left
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us with a duty that goes on through the gen-
erations, to honor them in our thoughts and
our words and in our lives.

We have been given that opportunity this
morning. On your way to Arlington National
Cemetery you will pass The Mall, where our
Nation raised up memorials to Washington,
Lincoln, and those lost in Vietnam. That
same Mall will soon be the site of the World
War II Memorial.

The generation of World War II defeated
history’s greatest tyranny, leaving graves and
freedom from Europe to Asia. Our Nation
must always remember their heroism and hu-
mility and terrible suffering. And that mem-
ory must be and will be preserved on the
Washington Mall.

The World War II Memorial has been in
the works for a long time. The Congress of
the United States has acted to remove the
obstacles and begin the project. What is re-
quired now is a signature, and I am glad to
give it. In the 60th year after Pearl Harbor,
it is my huge honor to set my name on this
bill, ordering construction of a monument
that will stand for the ages. Not only will I
sign the bill, I will make sure the monument
gets built.

Thank you all for coming.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:40 a.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Secretary of Veterans Affairs An-
thony J. Principi, who introduced the President;
Kitty Rumsfeld, wife of Secretary of Defense
Donald H. Rumsfeld; Joyce Martinez, wife of Sec-
retary of Housing and Urban Development Mel
R. Martinez; Jeni Cook, Director of Chaplain
Services, Department of Veterans Affairs; former
Senator Bob Dole, national chairman, and Fred-
erick W. Smith, cochairman, World War II Me-
morial Campaign; and Elizabeth Dole, former
Secretary of Transportation. Following his re-
marks, the President signed H.R. 1696, to expe-
dite the construction of the World War II Memo-
rial, assigned Public Law No. 107–11.

Statement on Signing Legislation To
Expedite the Construction of the
World War II Memorial
May 28, 2001

Today I have signed into law H.R. 1696,
a bill to expedite the construction of the

World War II memorial in the District of
Columbia. It is indeed fitting that this meas-
ure becomes law on Memorial Day.

This legislation will allow the Nation to ex-
press the appreciation due the World War
II generation for their selfless sacrifices that
preserved the freedoms we all enjoy. I com-
mend the Congress for a truly bipartisan ef-
fort to expedite construction of the memorial.

Now that debate over the site and basic
design is concluded, the time has come for
all concerned with the creation of the memo-
rial to act with the same determination and
sense of common purpose so wonderfully
displayed by those we honor. We must get
the job done, so that those who served are
able to see the Nation’s permanent expres-
sion of remembrance and thanks.

George W. Bush

The White House,
May 28, 2001.

NOTE: H.R. 1696, approved May 28, was assigned
Public Law No. 107–11.

Executive Order 13214—President’s
Task Force To Improve Health Care
Delivery for Our Nation’s Veterans
May 28, 2001

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including the Fed-
eral Advisory Committee Act, as amended (5
U.S.C. App.), and in order to provide prompt
and efficient access to consistently high qual-
ity health care for veterans who have served
the Nation, it is hereby ordered as follows:

Section 1. Establishment. There is estab-
lished the President’s Task Force to Improve
Health Care Delivery for Our Nation’s Vet-
erans (Task Force).

Sec. 2. Membership. The Task Force shall
be comprised of 15 members appointed by
the President. Two of the 15 members shall
serve as co-chairs of the Task Force. The
Task Force membership shall include health
care experts, officials familiar with Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs and Department of
Defense health care systems, and representa-
tives from veteran and military service orga-
nizations.
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Sec. 3. Mission. The mission of the Task
Force shall be to:

(a) identify ways to improve benefits and
services for Department of Veterans
Affairs beneficiaries and Department
of Defense military retirees who are
also eligible for benefits from the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs through
better coordination of the activities of
the two departments;

(b) review barriers and challenges that
impede Department of Veterans Af-
fairs and Department of Defense co-
ordination, including budgeting proc-
esses, timely billing, cost accounting,
information technology, and reim-
bursement. Identify opportunities to
improve such business practices to
ensure high quality and cost effective
health care; and

(c) identify opportunities for improved
resource utilization through partner-
ship between the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs and the Department of
Defense to maximize the use of re-
sources and infrastructure, including:
buildings, information technology and
data sharing systems, procurement of
supplies, equipment and services, and
delivery of care.

Sec. 4. Administration.
(a) The Department of Veterans Affairs

shall, to the extent permitted by law,
provide administrative support and
funding for the Task Force.

(b) Members of the Task Force shall
serve without any compensation for
their work on the Task Force. Mem-
bers appointed from among private
citizens of the United States, how-
ever, while engaged in the work of
the Task Force, may be allowed travel
expenses, including per diem in lieu
of subsistence, as authorized by law
for persons serving intermittently in
Government service (5 U.S.C. 5701–
5707), to the extent funds are avail-
able.

(c) The co-chairs of the Task Force shall
appoint an Executive Director to co-
ordinate administration of the Task
Force. To the extent permitted by
law, office space, analytical support,

and additional staff support for the
Commission shall be provided by ex-
ecutive branch departments and
agencies as directed by the President.

(d) The heads of the executive branch de-
partments and agencies shall, to the
extent permitted by law, provide the
Task Force with information as re-
quested by the co-chairs.

(e) At the call of the co-chairs, the Task
Force shall meet as necessary to ac-
complish its mission.

(f) The functions of the President under
the Federal Advisory Committee Act,
as amended, except for those in sec-
tion 6 of that Act, that are applicable
to the Task Force, shall be performed
by the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, in accordance with the guide-
lines that have been issued by the Ad-
ministrator of General Services.

Sec. 5. Reports. The Task Force shall re-
port its findings and recommendations to the
President, through the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs and Secretary of Defense. The Task
Force shall issue an interim report in 9
months from the date of the first meeting
of the Task Force. The Task Force shall issue
a final report prior to the end of the second
year of operation.

Sec. 6. Termination. The Task Force shall
terminate 30 days after submitting its final
report, but no later than 2 years from the
date of this order.

George W. Bush

The White House,
May 28, 2001.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., May 30, 2001]

NOTE: This Executive order was published in the
Federal Register on May 31.

Remarks at a Memorial Day
Ceremony in Arlington, Virginia
May 28, 2001

Mr. Secretary, thank you very much for
those kind remarks. Secretary Principi, Gen-
eral Shelton, and members of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, General Jackson, members
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of the Cabinet, Members of the United
States Congress, honored guests. We have a
lot of generations represented here today.
But I would like for what’s now called the
‘‘Greatest Generation’’ to please stand with
those who served in World War II, their wid-
ows, World War II orphans. Please rise. [Ap-
plause]

My fellow Americans, a few moments ago,
for the first time as President, I paid tribute
at this tomb where American soldiers were
laid to rest. Their names are known only to
God, but there is much we do know about
them and about all the others we remember
today. We know that they all loved their lives
as we love ours. We know they had a place
in the world, families waiting for them, and
friends they expected to see again. We know
that they thought of a future, just as we do,
with plans and hopes for a long and full life.
And we know that they left those hopes be-
hind when they went to war and parted with
them forever when they died.

Every Memorial Day we try to grasp the
extent of this loss and the meaning of this
sacrifice. And it always seems more than
words can convey. All we can do is remember
and always appreciate the price that was paid
for our own lives and for our own freedom.

Today, in thousands of towns across this
great land, Americans are gathered to pay
their own tributes. At 3 o’clock this afternoon
Americans will pause for a moment of re-
membrance. They will meet at monuments
or in public squares or, like us, in places
where those we honor were laid to rest.

More than any words we say, the truth is
told in the things we see, in markers, in dates,
in names around us. Some of the names here
at Arlington are written large in our history:
President John F. Kennedy and his brother
Robert; General George C. Marshall; Second
Lieutenant Audie Murphy of Kingston,
Texas; General Chappy James; Lieutenant
Colonel Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr., of the
Union Army; Captain Robert Todd Lincoln;
Generals Bradley and Pershing; Admirals
Leahy and Rickover; and three of the men
who planted the flag at Iwo Jima. These men
were known for their wartime service, and
also for the lives they lived afterward.

For many, however, the afterward never
came. Within these 200 acres are the remains

of men and women who died young, some
very young. Walking along these paths, a vis-
itor to this national cemetery might view
these markers as one great national loss. And
that is certainly the case.

But we must remember, for many who
come here, there is one marker that will al-
ways stand out among all the others. In their
eyes, it lies alone.

For one woman, Memorial Day brings
thoughts of the father she never knew. She
recalled as a young child, learning to pray
the words, ‘‘Our Father, who art in heaven,’’
thinking she was talking to her own father.

For others, there is the memory of the last
kiss as the train pulled away, a last wink and
parting wisecrack from a big brother, a brave
smile from a son who seemed like a boy. And
then there was the telegram that came.

To those who have known that loss and
felt that absence, Memorial Day gives formal
expression to a very personal experience.
Their losses can be marked but not meas-
ured. We can never measure the full value
of what was gained in their sacrifice. We live
it every day in the comforts of peace and
the gifts of freedom. These have all been pur-
chased for us.

From the very beginning, our country has
faced many tests of courage. Our answer to
such tests can be found here on these hills
and in America’s cemeteries, from the islands
of the Pacific to the north coast of France.

And on Memorial Day, we must remem-
ber a special group of veterans, Americans
still missing and unaccounted for from Viet-
nam, Korea, the cold war, and World War
II. We honor them today. They deserve and
will have our best efforts to achieve the full-
est possible accounting and, alive or dead,
to return them home to America.

It is not in our nature to seek out wars
and conflicts. But whenever they have come,
when adversaries have left us no alternative,
American men and women have stood ready
to take the risks and to pay the ultimate price.
People of the same caliber and the same
character today fill the ranks of the Armed
Forces of the United States. Any foe who
might ever challenge our national resolve
would be repeating the grave errors of de-
feated enemies. Because this Nation loves
peace, we do not take it for granted. Because
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we love freedom, we are always prepared to
bear even its greatest costs.

Arriving here today, all of us passed the
strong straight figures of men and women
who serve our country today. To see their
youth and discipline and clarity of purpose
is humbling to a Commander in Chief. They
are the new generation of America’s defend-
ers. They follow an unbroken line of good
and brave and unfaltering people who have
never let this country down.

Today we honor those who fell from the
line, who left us never knowing how much
they would be missed. We pray for them with
an affection that grows deeper with the years.
And we remember them, all of them, with
the love of a grateful Nation.

God bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:34 a.m. in the
Amphitheater at Arlington National Cemetery. In
his remarks, he referred to Gen. James T. Jackson,
USA, Commanding General, Military District of
Washington.

Remarks at a Memorial Day
Commemoration in Mesa, Arizona
May 28, 2001

Thank you all very much. Secretary
Principi, thank you for agreeing to serve our
Nation. Thank you for your vision and hard
work to make sure that those who have worn
the uniform receive the benefits that they
are owed. Principi is a good man who is going
to do a fine job on behalf of the American
people.

I’m honored to be here with my friend the
Governor of the State of Arizona, Jane Dee
Hull; Senator Jon Kyl from the great State
of Arizona; Congressman Bob Stump, the
chairman of the Military Affairs Committee;
J.D. Hayworth; and the Congressman from
this district, Jeff Flake.

It’s an honor to be here with the com-
manders of Arizona’s military bases. I’m
pleased to be here with the distinguished
guests on the stage. There’s one special
American here today, a man named Tom
Lockhart, who was a captain in the United
States Air Force, who had the dubious dis-
tinction of trying to teach me how to fly a
T–38 aircraft at Moody Air Force Base,

Georgia. And I’m so honored my friend, Sil-
ver Star winner Tom Lockhart, is with us
today, as well.

Before I begin, I do want to ask us to join
in a moment of silence for a veteran who
passed away today, the Congressman from
the State of Massachusetts, Congressman Joe
Moakley. Please join me in a moment of si-
lence.

[At this point, a moment of silence was ob-
served.]

Thank you very much. Joe loved America,
and he will be sorely missed.

Today’s the day we say thanks to many he-
roes. There’s a true hero who is a Senator
from the State of Arizona, he is overseas
today, but I know you all join me in thanking
John McCain for his service, not only to Ari-
zona but to the United States of America.
And no President can pass through Arizona
without remembering the great Arizona
statesman who left us 3 years ago, Senator
and Major General Barry Goldwater.

I want to thank you all for coming out.
I am so pleased that so many of your citizens
lined the streets and came into this hangar
on this kind of warm Arizona day. [Laughter]
I began this day with a group of veterans
at the White House by signing into law a
bill to expedite construction of a national
World War II Memorial on The Mall in
Washington, DC.

I had the honor of bringing one of the two
pens I used to sign the bill with me today
and present it to the law’s primary sponsor
in the House of Representatives, Congress-
man Bob Stump.

Throughout America, we will find monu-
ments to those who served in that war. The
generation of World War II defeated one of
history’s greatest tyrannies, leaving graves
and freedom from Europe to Asia. In Phoe-
nix, near your State capital, you keep the an-
chor of the U.S.S. Arizona, honoring the men
who died on that ship almost 60 years ago.
It is time to build a lasting national memorial
to World War II in our Nation’s Capital, and
the work begins soon.

I would like all those who served our Na-
tion in World War II, World War II widows,
and World War II orphans to raise their
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hands so we can thank you for your service.
[Applause] Now you can put them down.

Many veterans of other wars are with us
today, Korea, Vietnam, the cold war, and
other conflicts. We’re honored by your pres-
ence. And we’re honored by the president
of the Buffalo Soldiers standing with us
today, as well. And we’re especially honored
by the presence of several men who wear
the Nation’s highest military decoration, the
Medal of Honor. Thank you all for being
here.

Arizona is also home to some veterans of
the Navajo Code Talkers program. In the Pa-
cific theater, these men made a brilliant and
legendary contribution to victory in the Sec-
ond World War. Countless American lives
were spared because our military could com-
municate in the unbreakable code of the
Navajo language. In a time of great need,
our country was served bravely and served
well by the Navajo.

There are many thousands of veterans in
this State. And often veterans are not eager
to look back at their experiences. Hardest of
all is to recall the ones who never lived to
be called veterans. But memory is our duty,
and on this day, it is our privilege.

At 3 p.m., in every town, city, village, and
hamlet in America, Americans of all walks
of life are pausing for a moment of silence.
It is 3 p.m. in this great State of Arizona.
Please join me in a moment of silence for
those who gave their lives to our great Na-
tion.

[A moment of silence was observed.]

God bless.
The heroes we remember never really set

out to be heroes. Each loved his life as much
as we love ours. Each had a place in the
world, a family waiting, and friends to see
again. They thought of the future, just as we
do, with plans and hopes for a long life. But
they left it all behind when they went to war
and parted with it forever when they died.
Every Memorial Day we gather at places like
this to grasp the extent of their loss and the
meaning of the sacrifice. It always seems
more than words can cover. In the end, all
we can do is be thankful; all we can do is
remember, and always appreciate the price

that was paid for our own lives and our own
freedom.

Today, in thousands of towns, Americans
have gathered to pay their own tributes to
the men and women who died young, some
very young. We often think of this as one
of great national loss, and that is certainly
the case. But for so many, and perhaps many
here today, there is one name among all the
others, a name that recalls a different time
and memories held close and quiet. To those
who have known such loss and felt such ab-
sence in their life, Memorial Day gives for-
mal expression to a very personal experience.
Your losses can be marked but not measured.
And we can never measure the value of what
was gained in their sacrifice. We live it every
day in the comforts of peace and the gifts
of freedom. These have all been purchased
for us, and we’re grateful for the sacrifice.

It’s not in our nature to seek out wars and
conflicts, but whenever they have come,
when adversaries have left us no alternative,
American men and women have stood ready
to take the risks and pay the ultimate price.
People of the same caliber and the same
character today fill the ranks of the All-Vol-
unteer Army of the United States of America.
Any foe who might ever challenge our na-
tional resolve would be repeating the grave
error of defeated adversaries. Because this
Nation loves peace, we do not take it for
granted. And because we love freedom, we
are always prepared to bear its greatest costs.

I oftentimes see the military folks who
serve our Nation so proud and humbled—
to see them in lines of such discipline and
training and preparedness. They’re the new
generation of America’s defenders. They fol-
low in an unbroken line of good and brave
and unfaltering people who have never let
this country down.

Today we honor those who fell from the
line, who left us never knowing how much
they would be missed. We pray for them with
an affection that grows deeper with the years.
And we remember them, all of them, with
the love of a grateful Nation.

Thank you all for coming, and God bless.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:52 p.m. at the
Champlin Fighter Aircraft Museum.
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Statement on the Global Forum
on Fighting Corruption and
Safeguarding Integrity II
May 28, 2001

The corruption of governmental institu-
tions threatens the common aspirations of all
honest members of the international commu-
nity. It threatens our common interests in
promoting political and economic stability,
upholding core democratic values, ending
the reign of dictators, and creating a level
playing field for lawful business activities.

A few short years ago, talking openly about
corruption was considered taboo. Today,
however, officials from many countries are
meeting and working together to demand
greater transparency and accountability in
public affairs. From Asia to Europe to Africa
to the Americas, these efforts are exposing
corrupt practices to the sunshine of public
scrutiny, where, ultimately, they cannot sur-
vive.

This week the second Global Forum on
Fighting Corruption and Safeguarding Integ-
rity will help to keep the promotion of integ-
rity and transparency high on the inter-
national agenda. I want to underscore the
United States’ support for the Global Fo-
rum’s work, applaud the large number of par-
ticipating states, and especially, thank the
Government of the Netherlands for hosting
this event.

Increasing accountability and transparency
in governance around the world is an impor-
tant foreign policy objective for my adminis-
tration. The United States is committed to
bringing renewed energy to the global
anticorruption agenda and to increasing the
effectiveness of the American policies and
programs that address this important issue.

I salute the work of delegates to the second
Global Forum, and I strongly support your
important objectives.

Statement on the Death of
Representative John Joseph Moakley
May 28, 2001

Laura and I extend our deepest sym-
pathies to the Moakley family. Joe was a fine
man. As a veteran and later a Congressman,

he served his country and the people of
Massachusetts with distinction and honor.
He was respected by his colleagues on both
sides of the aisle and was known for his can-
dor, wit, and humility. We will miss him.

Remarks at Camp Pendleton,
California
May 29, 2001

The President. Thank you all very much.
General Hagee, thank you very much. Thank
you for your warm welcome here at the white
house——

[At this point, there was an interruption in
the audience.]

The President. Thank you. Behave your-
self. [Laughter]

General Hanlon, thank you very much.
And General Conway, I appreciate so very
much you greeting me. It’s an honor to be
here with Colonel Christian, Sergeant Major
Royce Coffee, Sergeant Major M.G.
Markiewicz, and the fine troops of Camp
Pendleton.

I appreciate so very much Members of the
United States Congress who are here, stal-
warts when it comes to sound defense spend-
ing, strong advocates for tax relief, education
reform—Congressmen Mary Bono, Duke
Cunningham, Duncan Hunter, Darrell Issa,
and Dana Rohrabacher. Thank you so much
for coming here.

It is a real great privilege for me to be
here today. I’ve had a heck of a week, par-
ticularly since I’ve been able to spend a lot
of time around America’s military forces.
Last Wednesday I attended a reenlistment
ceremony at the White House, where we
swore in a group of sailors and marine airmen
to a new term. Two days later I had the honor
of giving the commencement address at An-
napolis at the Naval Academy. And yesterday
I had the high privilege of laying a wreath
at the Tomb of the Unknowns in Arlington
Cemetery. I spent a lot of quality time with
a lot of quality people, the people who wear
the uniform in the United States military, the
men and women who serve and sacrifice so
Americans can sleep in peace, knowing that
freedom is in good hands.
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I’ve been looking forward to this trip, and
looking forward to being able to extend a
proper Marine Corps greeting—Ooh-rah!

Audience members. Ooh-rah! [Laughter]
The President. There’s no higher honor

than to serve as Commander in Chief. It’s
also a high honor to be able to come to Camp
Pendleton, a place that helps turn new re-
cruits into leathernecks, a place that serves
as home to the 1st Marine Expeditionary
Force and to one of America’s oldest and
most decorated units, the 1st Marine Divi-
sion.

Camp Pendleton serves as the launching
pad for what Marines do best, to deploy rap-
idly so you can be the first on the scene wher-
ever freedom and America’s interests are
threatened. As the stone markers in our
midst remind us, marines have sailed from
Camp Pendleton to fight at Guadalcanal, at
Okinawa, and Inchon. Marines from Camp
Pendleton fought in the jungles and rice
paddies of Vietnam. Marines from Camp
Pendleton helped liberate Kuwait. Today,
you carry forward this proud tradition, ready
to answer when America calls.

Because you are Marines, you are often
asked to perform the most difficult and dan-
gerous missions. Because you are Marines,
you not only accept this challenge, you em-
brace it, not for glory and not for self but
for God, country, corps, and your fellow ma-
rines.

I respect your service. I appreciate your
sacrifice, and I know what you contribute to
our Nation. In a world of fast-changing
threats, you give us stability. Because of you,
America’s secure, and the march of freedom
continues.

I know how hard your work is. I know that
your frequent deployments are hard on you
and hard on your families. Marines pride
themselves on traveling light and fighting
hard. But here at home, you and your fami-
lies deserve something better. You deserve
our Nation’s full support, and with this ad-
ministration, you will get it.

The first budget I submitted to Congress
contains a $1.4 billion military pay raise.
That’s on top of the pay raises that Congress
recently passed. It provides $400 million in
new funds to improve military housing and
$3.9 billion to improve military health bene-

fits. After all your country receives from you,
you must receive better housing, better pay,
and better health. You’re entitled to a de-
fense budget that meets our current needs
and our future obligations. And you’re enti-
tled to a Commander in Chief who sets a
clear goal, a clear vision for our military. And
that goal is to be well equipped and well
trained, to be able to fight and win war and,
therefore, prevent wars from happening in
the first place.

No one can come here without being
struck by the physical beauty. Marines are
good stewards of our southern California
coastline. You’re also practicing good stew-
ardship by the way you’re using—and not
using—the supply of energy in California.

The Federal Government is the single big-
gest user of electricity in the State of Cali-
fornia. On May 3d, I ordered all Federal
agencies to take extra steps to conserve en-
ergy. And the Department of Defense imme-
diately committed itself to reducing its elec-
tricity consumption by 10 percent during
peak hours. I’m pleased to report that the
military and Federal agencies are exceeding
expectations.

And Camp Pendleton deserves special
credit, and I am here to give you special cred-
it. I congratulate you for seeking extra con-
servation savings over the 10 percent. And
that’s going above and beyond the call of
duty, and I salute you. Altogether, we esti-
mate that the Federal conservation efforts
will save the State 76 megawatts per hour
during peak use periods, when power is most
needed; 76 megawatts per hour is enough
electricity for 140,000 people during peak
demand periods. That’s as many people who
live in Pasadena, California.

Over the past 30 years, Americans have
made steady conservation progress. If we still
used energy the way we did in 1972, we’d
be using 74 percent more energy today than
we actually do. A new car uses about 60 per-
cent as much gasoline as a car made in 1972.
A new refrigerator uses about only 30 per-
cent as much electricity as a 1972 refrig-
erator.

Yet this conservation progress slowed in
the 1990s, and more than 40 of the 100-plus
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recommendations in my administration’s en-
ergy plan are intended to protect the envi-
ronment, help hard-hit communities, and re-
vitalize our conservation efforts all across the
country.

We have other initiatives, as well. Our Na-
tion needs to modernize its networks for
moving energy from the powerplant to the
outlet on the wall. Again, you in California
know that well. For almost 20 years, it’s been
clear that what’s called Path 15, the stretch
of transmission line connecting the power
grids of northern and southern California,
needed to be expanded and modernized. And
now we’re taking action to get the job done.

Energy Secretary Spence Abraham is
speeding approval of the necessary permits
and easements. We’re going to unplug the
Path 15 bottleneck. We’re advancing toward
an interstate electric grid to match our inter-
state highways and interstate phone systems.

Rising energy prices are a challenge for
everyone. I believe you will find my tax relief
plan will provide some help, a tax relief plan
that is worth $100 billion to the consumers
all across America, including those who wear
the uniform. But for some Americans and
some Californians, high energy costs are
more than a challenge, they’re an emergency,
and our Government must respond.

In February my budget—I asked Congress
for $300 million in aid for low income people
struggling with rising energy bills. Today I’m
announcing I’ll ask Congress for an addi-
tional $150 million in low income energy as-
sistance, and I hope Congress acts quickly.

Energy debates sometimes throw off some
sparks. But this is no time for harsh rhetoric.
It’s certainly no time for name calling. It’s
time for leadership. It’s time for results. It’s
time to put politics aside and focus on the
best interests of the people.

This is an administration that’s focused on
results. We’re going to work together—the
Federal Government, the State government,
the military, and all the citizens. Speaking
of citizens, you’re the best of citizens. You
commit your lives to our country. You dedi-
cate yourself to something greater than your-
self.

Whatever is asked of you and your fellow
marines, you have given, as Abraham Lincoln
said, ‘‘The last full measure of devotion.’’ As

I look in the eyes and shake the firm grips
of your fellow marines, it reminds me the
Marine Corps is in good hands, and so is our
country.

Thank you so very much for your hospi-
tality and Semper Fi.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9 a.m. at the 1st
Marine Division headquarters building. In his re-
marks, he referred to Lt. Gen. Michael W. Hagee,
USMC, commanding general, and Sgt. Maj.
Royce G. Coffee, USMC, 1st Marine Expedi-
tionary Force; Maj. Gen. Edward Hanlon, Jr.,
USMC, commanding general, and Sgt. Maj. Mi-
chael G. Markiewicz, USMC, Camp Pendleton
Marine Corps Base; Maj. Gen. James T. Conway,
USMC, commanding general, 1st Marine Divi-
sion; and Col. Paul C. Christian, USMC, com-
manding officer, Camp Pendleton Marine Corps
Air Station.

Remarks to the Los Angeles World
Affairs Council in Los Angeles,
California
May 29, 2001

Mr. Mayor, thank you very much. I think
what he’s saying is there’s some pretty big
shoes to follow when he leaves office.
[Laughter] Mayor, I appreciate your leader-
ship. Thank you for your friendship. Tell
Shaq they don’t fit. [Laughter]

Governor Davis, thank you so much for
being here. I’m looking forward to our meet-
ing today. I’m honored by your presence.
Secretary of State Jones, thank you for being
here. Members of the congressional delega-
tion—David Dreier, Buck McKeon, Ed
Royce, and Stephen Horn are here, and I’m
honored that you came.

I want to thank Bruce so very much for
your invitation and putting together this au-
gust crowd of fellow citizens. I want to thank
Stephen Bollenbach, as well, all the officers.
I especially want to thank you all for coming
and giving me a chance to talk about impor-
tant issues facing our Nation.

Some people say, ‘‘What brings you out
here?’’ [Laughter] Well, there’s a lot of rea-
sons, and one is particularly profound: My
cat lives here. [Laughter] When Laura and
I moved to Washington we, unfortunately,
had to find another home for our cat, Ernie.
We loved him a lot, but we were not sure
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that he was the sort of cat who could be trust-
ed around the historic furniture in the White
House. [Laughter]

Our good friend Brad Freeman, had devel-
oped a close relationship with Ernie—
[laughter]—and he adopted him and brought
him out here to L.A. I figured it was time
to check up on both of them. [Laughter] I’m
pleased to report that Ernie is doing fine.
He loves Los Angeles. He’s dating. [Laugh-
ter] He has an agent—[laughter]—and for
some reason, he looks 10 years younger.
[Laughter]

Laura and I had the wonderful honor of
moving into the White House, but Ernie may
be a little luckier. He gets to live in Cali-
fornia.

I’m glad to be here today to talk about
our economy and a prosperity agenda for
America. These are uncertain times for our
economy at home and for the economies of
our friends in different parts of the world,
including the Pacific rim. Yet, I know we
have an opportunity to build an enduring
prosperity through principled leadership and
sound public policy.

So we’re reducing taxes to create jobs by
speeding up economic growth and encour-
aging capital formation. We’re enacting
sweeping reforms to improve our public
schools and prepare our people to succeed
in a high-tech economy of the future. We
will negotiate open trade to find new markets
for American products, from movies to elec-
tronics to California farm produce. And we
will secure our Nation’s energy future by
generating clean and reliable power on which
high-tech economy depends.

There’s no better place to talk about this
prosperity agenda than right here in Cali-
fornia, our largest State and the sixth largest
economy in the world. California is our Na-
tion’s biggest exporter. It receives more for-
eign direct investment than any other State
in our Union. More than 40 percent of the
Nation’s venture capital is sourced here, and
California is home to more than one-quarter
of our computing manufacturing industry.

Our prosperity agenda is designed for the
economy of our whole Nation and for the
13 percent of that economy that is located
right here in the great State of California.

One important element of our prosperity
agenda is now complete, the biggest tax cut
in 20 years. A year ago, tax relief was sup-
posed to be a political impossibility. Six
months ago, it was supposed to be a political
liability. Now, it’s reality. That’s an achieve-
ment that is good for our economy. It’s an
achievement that’s good for California. It’s
an achievement that’s good for America.

For taxpayers, tax relief will mean more
money to spend and save. For parents, tax
relief will make it easier to raise a child. For
farmers and business owners, death tax relief
will protect your property for your loved
ones. And for small business, tax relief cre-
ates jobs and new opportunities.

The vast majority of small businesses pay
taxes on the personal, rather than the cor-
porate tax schedule. By cutting the rates
many small businesses pay, we’re putting
American Government on the side of the en-
trepreneur, on the side of the inventors of
Silicon Valley, on the side of the Korean
businesspeople who have revived long blocks
of Wilshire Boulevard, on the side of hun-
dreds of thousands of Latino-owned busi-
nesses in Los Angeles alone.

Tax relief reverses one of the most omi-
nous economic trends of recent years, a trend
toward Government consuming a larger and
larger share of the national income. Last year
the Federal Government took a larger share
of our national income than it did in 1945.
We were paying wartime prices for peace-
time Government. Once we fund our prior-
ities and meet our Nation’s important needs,
we should return tax dollars to the people
who earned them. And that’s exactly what
we’re doing.

Tax relief is supported by Members of
Congress from both political parties, who
work together to serve the American people.
And here, let me pay special tribute to one
of the hardest working of those Members,
the chairman of the House Ways and Means
Committee, the first Californian ever to hold
that influential post, my good friend from Ba-
kersfield, Bill Thomas. Thanks to his leader-
ship and the leadership of others, April 15th
will be a less taxing experience for Ameri-
cans.

Another item on the prosperity agenda is
education reform. And here, too, the spirit
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of cooperation and the spirit of getting things
done in Washington is producing results for
the American people. The House has passed,
overwhelmingly—and I hope the Senate will
pass soon—the most significant education re-
form in 35 years. These bipartisan reforms
will require testing of all schoolchildren in
grades three through eight to make sure that
they are learning.

These reforms will direct additional re-
sources to those who need help. They will
give new options to parents of children in
persistently failing schools. They will reduce
Federal bureaucracy and strengthen local
control of schools. They will help local
schools reach a significant goal by funding
early childhood reading programs. We will
more likely make sure that no child is left
behind in America. Education reform is es-
sential to keep faith with our country’s prom-
ise of equality of opportunity, and education
reform is essential to our economic progress.

We’re grateful that the world’s most skilled
workers want to come to the United States.
Our technology advantage rests on the con-
tributions of immigrants from places like
India or China, Russia, Iran, and hundreds
of others of countries. But while we’re im-
porting the world’s best, too many Americans
are locked out of the economy of a future
by schools that don’t teach and won’t change.
Our prosperity agenda will equip every
American child with the skills he or she
needs to do valuable work and earn a good
wage.

Our prosperity agenda also includes the
opening of world markets. The United States
has been hamstrung at the world’s negoti-
ating tables for too long. In the 1980s and
early nineties we negotiated one important
trade agreement after another: the U.S.-
Israel Free Trade Agreement; U.S.-Canada
Free Trade Agreement; NAFTA; and the
Uruguay Multilateral Round. These trade-ex-
panding agreements enriched America and
strengthened democracy around the world
and in our hemisphere.

But in 1994 Presidential trade promotion
authority lapsed. Since then, our trade
progress has faltered. We have few better
friends in the world, for example, than Chile.
Yet, American goods are burdened with a
higher tariff in Chile than Canadian goods.

Canada has negotiated a free trade agree-
ment with Chile; America has not.

The growth of the world economy depends
on world trade. The growth of world trade
depends on American leadership. And Amer-
ica will lead toward freer trade, toward wider
and more lasting prosperity for ourselves and
for the world.

We need to advance free trade globally,
regionally, and bilaterally. It is time to initiate
a new global trade round, just as we have
launched negotiations in our own hemi-
sphere with the Free Trade Area of the
Americas. We need congressional action on
trade agreements with Jordan and Vietnam.
We want to complete our free trade agree-
ments with Chile and Singapore.

To demonstrate American leadership on
all these issues, I’m asking the United States
Congress to approve U.S. trade promotion
authority this year. And because trade creates
prosperity, and prosperity promotes democ-
racy, I will notify Congress on June 1st that
I intend to extend normal trade relation sta-
tus with China for another year.

Open trade is a force for freedom in
China, a force for stability in Asia, and a force
for prosperity in the United States. And this
is not just my personal view. The institutions
and individuals in China who are the least
friendly to freedom are often the least friend-
ly to trade. The institutions and individuals
most sympathetic to freedom are often the
most friendly to trade. They know what I
know: Free trade supports and sustains free-
dom in all its forms.

Free trade has expanded the portion of
China’s economy that is independent of the
State. Free trade has swelled the ranks of
independent businessmen. Free trade has in-
troduced new technologies that offer Chi-
nese people access to uncensored informa-
tion and democratic ideas.

When we open trade, we open minds. We
trade with China because trade is good policy
for our economy, because trade is good pol-
icy for democracy, and because trade is good
policy for our national security.

California benefits greatly from trade.
More than a million jobs in this State are
supported by manufactured exports alone. In
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addition, California is the Nation’s largest ag-
ricultural exporter. Long Beach and Los An-
geles handle more traffic than any other ports
in the country. This State is the headquarters
of our entertainment industry, which also
draws more and more of its earnings from
overseas sales. Altogether, California’s ex-
ports grew by more than 20 percent in the
year just ended. When the world trades in
freedom, it buys what California sells.

And our prosperity agenda makes a pri-
ority of energy security. We can get every-
thing else right, but if we—if our energy sup-
ply is unreliable or unaffordable, our econ-
omy cannot thrive. For too long, America has
neglected energy. The neglect ends now.

My administration has developed a com-
prehensive national energy policy, more than
100 recommendations to promote conserva-
tion, expand energy production, improve en-
ergy transmission, and protect the environ-
ment. We put conservation first because we
have seen the important difference conserva-
tion can make. Our economy has grown by
126 percent since 1973, adjusting for infla-
tion. Our energy use has grown by only 30
percent. To add one dollar to our gross do-
mestic product takes only about a half as
much energy as it did 30 years ago.

These are the achievements of conserva-
tion. Yet, progress on conservation slowed in
the 1990s. Our energy plan will renew and
reinvigorate conservation by supporting pro-
ductive research into energy-saving effi-
ciency and by offering businesses and con-
sumers incentives to switch to new energy
sources that consume less fuel and emit
fewer pollutants.

Conservation is an important part of the
energy equation, as Californians know. Cali-
fornia is already an impressive conservation
leader, one of the most energy-efficient
States in the Union. And I commend and
salute your achievement. But even Califor-
nia’s admirable conservation effort was not,
by itself, enough to keep pace with your
growing demand. So our energy plan encour-
ages to produce a diverse supply of energy
in an environmentally friendly way, through
safe and clean nuclear power; wind, solar,
biomass, and other renewables; hydropower;
clean coal; and using new technologies to tap
oil and natural gas in ways that tread lightly

on the Earth. Our energy plan promotes new
technologies to ensure this new supply is pro-
duced cleanly and with respect for our envi-
ronment.

And Mr. Governor, I will honor my com-
mitment to you to uphold the moratorium
on new drilling leases off the coast of Cali-
fornia.

We must do all our part to conserve en-
ergy. On May the 3d I called on all Federal
agencies to take extra steps to conserve en-
ergy. And the Department of Defense imme-
diately committed itself to reducing its elec-
tricity consumption by 10 percent at peak
hours.

I visited Camp Pendleton this morning
and saw the contribution our military is mak-
ing. I was impressed. We estimate that Fed-
eral conservation efforts will save this State
at least 76 megawatts per hour during peak
periods. Seventy-six megawatts in a peak
hour is enough power to supply the entire
city of Pasadena.

And we must bring new supply on-line as
quickly as possible. My administration has
worked with your good Governor and Cali-
fornian authorities to speed the approval of
new powerplants, expand electricity produc-
tion, and to increase the flow of natural gas
into your State. But for too long, too often,
too many have wasted energy, pointing fin-
gers and laying blame. Energy is a problem
that requires action—not politics, not ex-
cuses, but action. Blame shifting is not action,
it’s a distraction. My administration will con-
tinue to work to help California through the
difficult months ahead.

All our efforts are guided by a simple test:
Will any action increase supply at fair and
reasonable prices? Will it decrease demand
in equitable ways? Anything that meets that
test will alleviate the shortage, and we will
move swiftly to adopt it. Anything that fails
that test will make the shortage worse. We
will not take any action that makes Califor-
nia’s problems worse. And that’s why I op-
pose price caps. Price caps do nothing to re-
duce demand, and they do nothing to in-
crease supply. This is not only my administra-
tion’s position; this was the position of the
prior administration.
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At first blush, for those struggling to pay
high energy bills, price caps may sound ap-
pealing. But their result will ultimately be
more serious shortages and, therefore, even
higher prices.

I want to assure Californians that the Fed-
eral Government takes very seriously our re-
sponsibility to make sure that companies are
not illegally gouging consumers. I have pub-
licly called on Federal agencies to investigate
all complaints of illegal gouging and, if those
complaints are justified, to take strong and
appropriate action. I’m pleased that the Fed-
eral Energy Regulatory Commission has
done just that. It has rolled back a record
amount of overcharges where objective in-
vestigation has found abuses.

My administration is committing to doing
our part to help California as it confronts its
energy problems. We’ll protect consumers
from abuses. We’ll do our part to conserve
energy and to speed up the issuing of permits
for new energy projects. We’re committed
to a new approach for a new century. Energy
and the environment do not have to be com-
peting priorities. They are shared goals, and
both are important to all Americans.

For decades, California has been the place
where the future happens first. Your con-
tinuing success is essential to the success of
our national economy. Our shared success
will come from a pro-growth tax policy,
schools that teach, an open and vibrant world
economy, and an abundant, affordable en-
ergy supply.

This is the agenda for every State and for
all our people. We must get these fundamen-
tals right. Yet the purpose of a strong founda-
tion is to build something greater. Just as
every individual must look for a fulfillment
deeper than wealth, our Nation must seek
purposes beyond prosperity. This is our his-
tory, a heritage of idealism. We want to build
more than the wealth of our country; we want
to build the character of our children. We
want to expand more than the influence of
a Nation; we want to expand the compassion
of our Nation.

Our country faces problems that seem im-
mune to affluence—addiction and abuse,
fragile families and brittle values. These
problems have often been immune to the
policies of the past. They call America to a

deeper renewal, a renewal of the soul. They
challenge our political leadership. We must
find creative new ways to promote the com-
passion of charities and communities to meet
the needs of our country. And we must do
more to take the side of parents as they strug-
gle to raise responsible, decent, motivated
children. These problems also challenge
every citizen to be responsible for your fami-
lies, for your lives, and for loving a neighbor
like you’d like to be loved yourself.

We want our wealthy Nation to be a de-
cent, generous, and compassionate Nation.
These are the goals that unite our country.
These are the goals that inspire my adminis-
tration. And these are the goals, when
achieved, that will continue America’s great-
ness.

It is my honor to be here. God bless Cali-
fornia, and God bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:10 p.m. in the
Los Angeles Ballroom at The Century Plaza Hotel
& Spa. In his remarks, he referred to Mayor
Richard J. Riordan of Los Angeles; Shaquille
O’Neal, center, NBA Los Angeles Lakers; Gov.
Gray Davis and Secretary of State Bill Jones of
California; and Bruce E. Karatz, chairman, and
Stephen F. Bollenbach, vice chairman, Los Ange-
les World Affairs Council.

Remarks at Sequoia National Park,
California
May 30, 2001

Thank you all very much. Gale, thank you
very much. You’re going to like working for
Gale. She’s a commonsense person who cares
deeply about our national park system and
about our Nation’s environment. I picked a
fine, fine person to lead this very important
agency. And Madam Secretary, thank you for
traveling with me today.

Dick, thank you very much for your fine
hospitality. It’s a fantastic trip up to Moro
Rock. I’m a survivor of the march up to
Moro—[laughter]—led by Debbie Bird,
chief ranger. What a fantastic hike it was.
It’s a spectacular place. And it must be a joy-
ous place to work. And for all of you who
work on behalf of the people of the United
States and the Park Service, I thank you very
much for your service.
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I’m so very pleased that three Members
of the United States Congress are here, three
really fine public servants: Cal Dooley, Gary
Condit, and George Radanovich. Thank you
all so much for coming.

I, too, want to thank the board members
of the Sequoia Fund and the board members
of the Sequoia Natural History Association.
Thank you for working with these fine public
stewards to make sure this park offers this
beauty for every citizen who wants to come
here.

Any day that you can take in sights like
these is a great day. It has been a great day
for me. This place leaves each of us with a
feeling of incredible humility. That’s one rea-
son why it’s so important. In our daily lives
we’re surrounded by things of our own mak-
ing, buildings and machines and goods we
create ourselves. There’s much to admire and
appreciate in the works of man. But come
here and you’re reminded of a design that
is not our own. Here we find a grandeur be-
yond our power to equal.

We’re standing amongst the largest trees
on Earth, and some of the very oldest. When
the Mayflower arrived on the eastern shore
of this continent, the great sequoias were al-
ready here. When the seal was fixed on the
Magna Carta, the great sequoias were already
here. They were here when the Roman Em-
pire fell, and they were here when the
Roman Empire rose. And had Christ himself
stood on this spot, He would have been in
the shade of this very tree.

When men and women walk into a setting
like this, we must walk with care. Of all the
forces on Earth, only man is capable of cut-
ting down a sequoia, and only man is capable
of fully appreciating its beauty.

And fortunately, more than a century ago,
the Government of the United States stayed
the hand of all who would destroy this place
and these trees. That decision, by President
Benjamin Harrison, reflects an ethic of re-
spect for the natural world that was once
shared only by a few but is now a basic com-
mitment of American life.

Our duty is to use the land well and, some-
times, not to use it at all. This is our responsi-
bility as citizens, but more than that, it is
our calling as stewards of the Earth. Good
stewardship of the environment is not just

a personal responsibility; it is a public value.
Americans are united in the belief that we
must preserve our natural heritage and safe-
guard the land around us. This belief is af-
firmed in our laws.

With more than 80 million acres under
protection, our National Park System has set
the standard for the world in preserving nat-
ural lands. We’ve given a reprieve to our na-
tional symbol, the bald eagle. Through coop-
erative efforts with wildlife biologists and pri-
vate landowners, the condors are back in the
wilds of California. Americans have come to
understand that other creatures need the
room to roam and places to live.

Other laws express this same commitment.
Our lakes and rivers are much cleaner than
they were 30 years ago. Firm limits on toxic
emissions have greatly improved the quality
of the air we breathe. And I’m proud that
it was my dad’s signature on the Clean Air
Act Amendments of 1990 that helped reduce
acid rain and urban air pollutions.

Over the last three decades, nearly 3,000
hazardous waste facilities have been closed.
We’ve made much progress in ridding our
towns and cities of brownfields, and even
more progress will be made over the next
several years. And the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency has begun or completed clean-
ups in more than 90 percent of the sites tar-
geted under Superfund.

This marks tremendous progress in pro-
tecting our Nation’s environment. It’s not the
doing of a single party or the branch of Gov-
ernment or a State or a community or a
group; it’s been the work of Presidents and
Congresses and Governors, as well as land-
owners, environmentalists, and local leaders.
All have responded to the appeal of con-
science and the clear wishes of the American
people.

Today I continue to speak about my con-
servation policies and the principles that will
guide them. These policies reflect the vital
role we each play as stewards of our lands
and the Federal Government’s part as stew-
ard of nearly one-third of the American
landmass. And they reflect that, while we’ve
made great progress, much more must be
done to protect the environment.

In spite of the successes of the past 30
years, at times we’ve seen needless conflict

VerDate 20-MAR-2000 00:06 Jun 06, 2001 Jkt 005300 PO 00000 Frm 00017 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\PD04JN01.000 ATX004 PsN: ATX004



832 May 30 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2001

and policies that have done more harm than
good. Today, we must seek the best ways to
achieve the common goal of leaving to pos-
terity a nation of fresh air, clean water, and
natural beauty. These policies arise from the
conviction that a healthy environment is a
national concern and requires an active Na-
tional Government. At the same time, States
and localities have their own responsibilities
for the environment. They have their own
authority, too. And usually they have a better
grasp of the problem and what is needed to
solve it. Washington has sometimes relied too
much on threat and mandate from afar, when
it should be encouraging innovation and high
standards from the people closest to the land.

My administration will adopt a new spirit
of respect and cooperation, because in the
end, that is the better way to protect the
environment we all share—a new
environmentalism for the 21st century. Citi-
zens and private groups play a crucial role.
Just as we share an ethic of stewardship, we
must share in the work of stewardship. Our
challenge is to work in partnership. We must
protect the claims of nature while also pro-
tecting the legal rights of property owners.
We will succeed, not by antagonizing one an-
other but by inviting all to play a part in the
solutions we seek.

For the Federal Government, good stew-
ardship begins right here, in this and in the
hundreds of other park areas across America.
Washington has a very clear and direct re-
sponsibility for these lands. Yet many parks
have gone years without receiving the kind
of care and upkeep the American people ex-
pect. More than 287 million people now visit
our national parks each year. At the same
time, however, many of our parks have gone
neglected. So, today I’m announcing the Na-
tional Parks Legacy Project. My administra-
tion will make a major investment in our na-
tional parks to preserve the legacy of protec-
tion for future generations. We will spend
$5 billion over 5 years to clean up the backlog
in maintenance and make our parks more in-
viting and accessible to all citizens.

We’re the first administration to request
full funding for our country’s Land and
Water Conservation Fund, to provide need-
ed dollars to help local folks meet conserva-
tion concerns.

This park is a model to follow. The Park
Service is nearing completion of a project to
remove structures once thought necessary
but which now threaten to damage the roots
of the sequoias. In my budget, I propose
spending $1.5 billion to help complete this
project. Working with the local community
and the Sequoia Natural History Association,
we will offer the young and old alike an op-
portunity to learn more about the wonders
of nature.

In all our parks, we want visitors to feel
welcome and to enjoy the experiences that
nature and history have to offer. Future ren-
ovations will make this more possible by add-
ing, for example, many more miles of care-
fully drawn hiking paths. Here again, Sequoia
is a model, allowing for more visitors without
destroying the very things that draw people
here, the scenery, the quiet, the animals left
unharmed in their natural habitat. And we
will leave them that way.

Our parklands are home to thousands of
species of flora and fauna. And as stewards
of these lands, the Federal Government has
the responsibility to protect and nurture
them in their habitats and enhance the
science that helps to protect biodiversity. For
the next 5 years, we’ll protect nearly 4,000
miles of river and restore nearly 9,000 acres
of parklands to their natural conditions. We
have more than doubled the budget to help
us better study our parks’ natural resources,
learn better ways to protect and restore
them, and teach visitors about how they can
help.

My administration will also pass new rules
to help remove haze in many of America’s
national parks. Our national parks are for all
to visit and all Americans to enjoy. And we
will continue our work to make these national
treasures accessible to those with disabilities
and to welcome people of all backgrounds.
And to make sure that we’re achieving our
goals in these areas, I’m asking our park rang-
ers to prepare stewardship plans for each
park in America. I’ll also direct Secretary
Norton to prepare an annual report describ-
ing the condition of our parks, with rec-
ommendations of ways to improve them.

Some fear that places like this are scenes
from a passing world. They’re not. They will
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be here as long as we’re willing to show care-
ful regard for the environment. This is a great
responsibility. I strongly believe our country
is equal to it.

America, itself, is just 225 years old, a mo-
mentous era and yet so short a time in the
life of the world. We cannot see into the cen-
turies ahead, but we can be sure, in a place
like this, that we’re in the presence of endur-
ing things. And it will be to our lasting credit
if these works of God are still standing a
thousand years from now.

Thank you for having me.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:40 a.m. at the
Giant Forest Museum. In his remarks, he referred
to Secretary of the Interior Gale A. Norton and
Richard H. Martin, Superintendent, Kings Can-
yon and Sequoia National Parks.

Proclamation 7445—To Provide for
the Efficient and Fair Administration
of Action Taken With Regard to
Imports of Lamb Meat and for Other
Purposes
May 30, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
1. On July 7, 1999, President Clinton

issued Proclamation 7208, which imple-
mented action of a type described in section
203(a)(3) of the Trade Act of 1974, as amend-
ed (19 U.S.C. 2253(a)(3)) (the ‘‘Trade Act’’),
with respect to imports of fresh, chilled, or
frozen lamb meat, provided for in sub-
headings 0204.10.00, 0204.22.20, 0204.23.20,
0204.30.00, 0204.42.20, and 0204.43.20 of
the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the
United States (HTS). Proclamation 7208
took effect on July 22, 1999.

2. Proclamation 7208 established import
relief in the form of tariff-rate quotas (TRQs)
and increased duties but did not make spe-
cific provision for their administration. Ac-
cordingly, on July 30, 1999, President Clinton
issued Proclamation 7214, which exempted
from the TRQ goods that were exported
prior to July 22, 1999, and delegated the
President’s authority to administer the TRQs
to the United States Trade Representative.

Proclamation 7214 took effect on July 30,
1999.

3. I have determined under section
203(g)(1) of the Trade Act (19 U.S.C.
2253(g)(1)) that it is necessary for the effi-
cient and fair administration of the actions
undertaken in Proclamation 7208 and Procla-
mation 7214 to grant second-year ‘‘in-quota’’
treatment to certain goods covered by the
entry numbers set forth in the Annex to this
proclamation.

4. Section 604 of the Trade Act (19 U.S.C.
2483) authorizes the President to embody in
the HTS the substance of the relevant provi-
sions of that Act, and of other acts affecting
import treatment, and actions thereunder,
including the removal, modification, continu-
ance, or imposition of any rate of duty or
other import restriction.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
acting under the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and the laws of the United
States of America, including but not limited
to sections 203 and 604 of the Trade Act,
and section 301 of title 3, United States
Code, do proclaim that:

(1) In order to provide for the efficient
and fair administration of the TRQs on im-
ports of fresh, chilled, or frozen lamb meat
classified in HTS subheadings 0204.10.00,
0204.22.20, 0204.23.20, 0204.30.00,
0204.42.20, and 0204.43.20, notwithstanding
the provisions of subheadings 9903.02.01
through 9903.02.04 and immediately supe-
rior text thereto, goods covered by the entry
numbers set forth in the Annex to this procla-
mation that are covered by a second quota
year export certificate and that were exported
in the first quota year shall be charged
against the in-quota quantity provided for in
HTS subheading 9903.02.03.

(2) Any provisions of previous proclama-
tions and Executive Orders that are incon-
sistent with the actions taken in this procla-
mation are superseded to the extent of such
inconsistency.

(3) The actions taken in this proclamation
shall be effective on the date of signature
of this proclamation and shall continue in ef-
fect through the close of the dates on which
actions proclaimed in Proclamation 7208 and
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Proclamation 7214 cease to be effective, un-
less such actions are earlier expressly modi-
fied or terminated.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this thirtieth day of May, in the year
of our Lord two thousand one, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
12:03 p.m., June 1, 2001]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on May 31, and it was
published in the Federal Register on June 4.

Memorandum on Delegation of
Responsibilities Related to the Latin
American Development Act of 1960
May 30, 2001

Memorandum for the Secretary of State
Subject: Delegation of Responsibilities
Related to the Latin American Development
Act of 1960

By the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States of
America, including section 301 of title 3 of
the United States Code, I hereby delegate
to the Secretary of State the functions con-
ferred upon the President by the Latin
American Development Act of 1960, 22
U.S.C. 1942 et seq.

The functions delegated by this memo-
randum may be redelegated as appropriate.

You are authorized and directed to publish
this memorandum in the Federal Register.

George W. Bush

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on May 31. An original
was not available for verification of the content
of this memorandum.

Remarks Honoring the 2000 NCAA
Women’s Volleyball Champion
University of Nebraska Cornhuskers
May 31, 2001

The President. Welcome. Thank you. Be
seated.

It’s my honor to welcome some true
champs to the Rose Garden, and thank you
all for coming. To the team, I’m honored
you’re here. To the family and friends who
are here, thank you so much for accom-
panying the champions. Coach Cook, thank
you for being here. And I want to thank the
athletic director, as well.

I’ve spent some time watching Big 12
sports. [Laughter] Ever since the Big 12
combined, some of my Texas teams haven’t
fared too well—[laughter]—including the
Texas volleyball teams. So I want to con-
gratulate you all for being here. When I ran
for office, I told the voters I would surround
myself with excellence. I did so again today.
[Laughter]

This has been an unbelievably strong team,
made up of some unique individuals, starting
with the Player of the Year, Greichaly
Cepero. It is a huge honor to be the Player
of the Year. And Greichaly, congratulations
to you, and Amber Holmquist and Laura
Pilakowski.

But it’s more than just to be great players;
it’s important to be good people, too. And
that’s the thing that I have been most im-
pressed with by this club. Not only are the
girls up here champs on the court, but
they’ve been champs in the classroom. And
it’s important for young men and women who
look at the Nebraska champs to understand
that quality of life is more than just blocking
shots. Good quality of life means excelling
in the classroom and also in the neighbor-
hoods across America.

One of the reasons I’m so thankful to be
able to welcome sports champions to the
Rose Garden is that it gives me a chance to
remind people about what a responsible soci-
ety should be about, and it should be about
loving a neighbor like you’d like to be loved
yourself or setting good, strong examples
when you have an opportunity to do so.

And finally, I can’t go without saying how
impressed I am by the Nebraska fan base—
[laughter]—whether it be for women’s
volleyball or maybe football. [Laughter] But
there’s nothing like the Big Red. So again,
I want to congratulate you all for coming.

The other thing I want to say about the
coach is that obviously it requires—a good
team requires somebody who knows how to
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build a team. And that’s why your coach is
Coach of the Year and deservedly so.

So on behalf of a well-oiled unit of people
who came together to serve something great-
er than themselves, congratulations.

[At this point, player Jill McWillaims made
brief remarks and, with teammates Kim
Behrends and Angie Oxley, presented the
President with a jersey and a signed
volleyball.]

The President. So here’s what we’re going
to do. Why don’t you all come—and if you’d
complete the trip, why don’t you come into
the Oval Office so I can show you one of
the great shrines of America.

Thank you all for coming.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:55 a.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to John Cook, women’s volleyball
coach, and Bill Byrne, director of athletics, Uni-
versity of Nebraska.

Memorandum on Delegation of
Authority Under Section 703 of the
Security Assistance Act of 2000
May 31, 2001

Memorandum for the Secretary of Defense

Subject: Delegation of Authority Under
Section 703 of the Security Assistance Act
of 2000

By the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States
of America, including section 301 of title 3,
United States Code, I hereby delegate to the
Secretary of Defense the authority vested in
me under section 703 of the Security Assist-
ance Act of 2000 (Public Law 106–280).

The authority delegated by this memo-
randum may be redelegated not lower than
the Assistant Secretary level.

Any reference in this memorandum to the
provision of any Act shall be deemed to in-
clude references to any hereafter-enacted
provision of law that is the same or substan-
tially the same as such provision.

You are authorized and directed to publish
this memorandum in the Federal Register.

George W. Bush

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this memorandum.

Executive Order 13215—President’s
Information Technology Advisory
Committee, Further Amendment to
Executive Order 13035, as Amended
May 31, 2001

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including the
High-Performance Computing Act of 1991
(Public Law 102–194), as amended by the
Next Generation Internet Research Act of
1998 (Public Law 105–305), and in order to
extend the life of the President’s Information
Technology Advisory Committee so that it
may continue to carry out its responsibilities,
it is hereby ordered that Executive Order
13035 of February 11, 1997, as amended by
Executive Orders 13092, 13113, and 13200
(Executive Order 13035, as amended), is fur-
ther amended as follows:

Section 1. Section 1 of Executive Order
13035, as amended, is further amended by
deleting the last sentence and inserting in
lieu thereof: ‘‘Members appointed prior to
June 1, 2001, shall serve until December 1,
2001, unless reappointed by the President.
Members appointed or reappointed on or
after June 1, 2001, shall serve for no more
than 2 years from the date of their appoint-
ment, unless their period of service is ex-
tended by the President. The President shall
designate two co-chairs from among the
members of the Committee. A co-chair may
serve for a term of 2 years or until the end
of his or her service as a member of the Com-
mittee, whichever is the shorter period.’’

Sec. 2. Section 4(b) of Executive Order
13035, as amended, is further amended by
deleting ‘‘June 1, 2001,’’ and inserting in lieu
thereof: ‘‘June 1, 2003.’’

George W. Bush

The White House,
May 31, 2001.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., June 4, 2001]

NOTE: This Executive order was released by the
Office of the Press Secretary on June 1, and it

VerDate 20-MAR-2000 00:06 Jun 06, 2001 Jkt 005300 PO 00000 Frm 00021 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\PD04JN01.000 ATX004 PsN: ATX004



836 June 1 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2001

will be published in the Federal Register on June
5.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Reporting on Sanctions Pursuant to
the Foreign Narcotics Kingpin Act

May 31, 2001

Dear Mr. Chairman:
I hereby report pursuant to section 804(b)

of the Foreign Narcotics Kingpin Act, 21
U.S.C. 1901–1908, 8 U.S.C. 1182 (the ‘‘King-
pin Act’’), that the following 12 foreign per-
sons are appropriate for sanctions pursuant
to the Kingpin Act, and that I am imposing
sanctions upon them pursuant to that Act:

Osiel Cardenas Guillen
Miguel Caro Quintero
Joaquin Guzman Loera
Ismael Higuera Guerrero
Oscar Malherbe de Leon
Alcides Ramon Magana
Jose Alvarez Tostado
Sher Afghan
Nasir Ali Khan
Chang Ping Yun
Jamil Hamieh
Joseph Gilboa

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Henry J.
Hyde, chairman, House Committee on Inter-
national Relations; F. James Sensenbrenner, Jr.,
chairman, House Committee on the Judiciary;
Porter J. Goss, chairman, House Committee on
Intelligence; Bob Stump, chairman, House Com-
mittee on Armed Services; William M. Thomas,
chairman, House Committee on Ways and Means;
Jesse Helms, chairman, Senate Committee on
Foreign Relations; John W. Warner, chairman,
Senate Committee on Armed Services; Orrin G.
Hatch, chairman, Senate Committee on the Judi-
ciary; Richard C. Shelby, chairman, Senate Com-
mittee on Intelligence; and Chuck E. Grassley,
chairman, Senate Committee on Finance. This
letter was released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on June 1.

Remarks to National Race for the
Cure Participants

June 1, 2001

The President. Thank you, First Lady.
[Laughter] Thank you all for coming. It’s
kind of a raucous crowd here in the White
House. [Laughter] But for a reason. There’s
a lot of joy here. I’m so honored to be here
with Nancy and the Secretary of Health and
Human Services, Tommy Thompson. I want
to thank Congressman Ken Bentsen, who is
here, I believe. And I certainly want to thank
Jo Dee Messina for lending your talents.

It’s my honor to welcome you to the White
House. Your great movement represents
hope for cancer victims and hope for cancer’s
cures. And I can’t tell you how honored we
are to have you here.

Many of you play key roles in the fight
against breast cancer, beginning with our
dear friend, Ambassador-designee Nancy
Brinker, the founder of the Komen Founda-
tion, which during the last 20 years has be-
come the largest private funder of breast can-
cer research and community outreach in the
Nation. You’ve raised over $400 million to
support breast cancer research, education,
screening, and treatment.

I want to thank those of you who are par-
ticipating in tomorrow’s Race for the Cure.
I wish I was running. [Laughter]

Audience member. Come on out!
[Laughter]

The President. Well, talk to the Secret
Service. [Laughter] Plus I’m a little older
than the last time I ran. [Laughter]

Less than 20 years ago, the first Komen
Race for the Cure was held in Dallas, Texas.
Eight hundred people participated in that
race, and we raised $130,000. This year there
will be 115 races across the country and
around the world, involving 1.3 million par-
ticipants. Last year alone, the National Race
for the Cure in Washington, DC, raised more
than $3 million.

The great thing about this race is you’re
not running for time, running for ribbons;
you’re running to save lives. And America is
grateful.

Laura and I want to recognize those of you
in the audience who have had breast cancer.
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We appreciate your courage. You’ve en-
dured, and many of you are still undergoing,
one of life’s toughest and most terrifying
struggles. In your suffering you have dem-
onstrated dignity and determination, grit and
grace, courage and character. And through
your fight against cancer you have become
witnesses to the power of hope.

Lisa Rodriguez has endured that struggle
and cherishes that hope. Lisa is here with
us today. I had the honor of meeting her
this morning. She says her cancer diagnosis
taught her how important time was and how
important finding a cure is. Since then, she’s
been focused on beating cancer and working
to make sure others have the support and
information they need to fight and to win.

Like Lisa, most of you did not fight your
battle alone. You’ve had the support of your
families. They’ve suffered with you; they
have remained faithful in their love for you;
and we want to thank them, as well.

Breast cancer, as you know, is the second
most common type of cancer amongst
women in the United States. Every 3 minutes
brings a new case. Every 13 minutes brings
another death from breast cancer. Yet, we
also live in a profoundly hopeful time. Fewer
women are dying of breast cancer each year.
Awareness about breast cancer has never
been greater. We’ve made progress in early
detection and screening. We’re seeing better
and more effective treatment. New drugs
offer exciting possibilities, and we are gath-
ering a wealth of information about how can-
cer works at its most basic molecular level.

We have just received the 2001 cancer sta-
tistics from the Public Health Service. It
shows that breast cancer death rates declined
an average of 3.4 percent between 1995 and
1998. That’s more than double the rate of
decline—[applause].

There are still many high medical hurdles
that need to be cleared, and we have enough
experience with cancer to know that we’ll
suffer some disappointments and setbacks
along the way. But for the first time in human
history, we can say with some measure of
confidence that the war on cancer is win-
nable.

With this hope comes responsibility. Now
is the time to bolster our efforts. We’ll in-

crease funding at the National Institutes of
Health by $2.8 billion in 2002.

We must continue to raise awareness
about the importance of early detection and
increased access to screening services. We
need to close the treatment gap between re-
search discoveries and treatment options, so
that cancer victims have access to the latest
technology.

I want to thank Secretary Tommy Thomp-
son for his efforts to encourage States to pro-
vide Medicaid coverage to low income
women diagnosed with breast cancer. I’m
committed to passing a strong Patients’ Bill
of Rights this year to provide women with
needed access to life-saving clinical trials and
medical specialists.

I hope, I believe, and I pray that we’re
on the verge of great victories against cancer.
You’ve seen the great victories already, in the
lives of many people in this room.

Every survivor of cancer is a defeat for
cancer and a triumph for faith and courage
and hope. We will not rest until our victory
against breast cancer is complete.

I want to thank you all for your good work,
your courage, and have a great race.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:12 a.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Ambassador-designee to Hungary
Nancy Goodman Brinker, founding chair, Susan
G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation; and coun-
try/western singer Jo Dee Messina.

Statement on Renewing Normal
Trade Relations Status for China

June 1, 2001

Earlier today I informed Congress of my
decision to extend normal trade relations sta-
tus for China, as every President has done
since 1980. This decision advances the eco-
nomic and security interests of the American
people, and I urge Congress to support it.

Normal trade relations—a status which
virtually every other country in the world re-
ceives from the United States—is in the in-
terests of American workers, some 400,000
of whom are employed in or benefit directly
from America’s trade with China.

VerDate 20-MAR-2000 00:06 Jun 06, 2001 Jkt 005300 PO 00000 Frm 00023 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\PD04JN01.000 ATX004 PsN: ATX004



838 June 1 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2001

Trade is in the interests of American farm-
ers, who last year exported more than $3 bil-
lion to China and Hong Kong and who this
year should export even more as China re-
moves bans on key American products like
citrus, wheat, and meat.

Trade is in the interests of American busi-
ness, nearly 80 percent of which are small
or medium sized, which last year increased
their overall exports to China by 24 percent,
making China our 11th largest export market.

Trade is in the interests of American con-
sumers, especially those who live from pay-
check to paycheck and depend on inexpen-
sive goods from China to enhance their qual-
ity of life.

Fair trade is essential not only to improv-
ing living standards for Americans but also
for a strong and productive relationship with
China. Normal trade relations status is im-
portant if we are to promote American values
of transparency and accountability and en-
sure that the Chinese Government adheres
to the rule of law in its dealings with its own
people as well as with the international com-
munity.

Renewal of normal trade relations also
sends a clear but simple message to the peo-
ple of China: The United States is committed
to helping China become part of the new
international trading system so that the Chi-
nese people can enjoy the better life that
comes from economic choice and freedom.

The United States has a huge stake in the
emergence of an economically open, politi-
cally stable, and secure China. Recent events
have shown not only that we need to speak
frankly and directly about our differences but
that we also need to maintain dialog and co-
operate with one another on those areas
where we have common interests. An impor-
tant area where the interests of our two coun-
tries converge is in maintaining a healthy
trading relationship. Renewing normal trade
relations status for China will only make
those ties stronger.

Memorandum on Renewing Normal
Trade Relations Status for China
June 1, 2001

Presidential Determination No. 2001–16

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Determination Under Subsection
402(d)(1) of the Trade Act of 1974, as
Amended—Continuation of Waiver
Authority for the People’s Republic of China

Pursuant to the authority vested in me
under the Trade Act of 1974, as amended,
Public Law 93–618, 88 Stat. 1978 (herein-
after the ‘‘Act’’), I determine, pursuant to
section 402(d)(1) of the Act, 19 U.S.C.
2432(d)(1), that the further extension of the
waiver authority granted by section 402 of
the Act will substantially promote the objec-
tives of section 402 of the Act. I further de-
termine that continuation of the waiver appli-
cable to the People’s Republic of China will
substantially promote the objectives of sec-
tion 402 of the Act.

You are authorized and directed to publish
this determination in the Federal Register.

George W. Bush

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on Renewing
Normal Trade Relations Status for
China
June 1, 2001

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
I hereby transmit a report, including my

reasons for determining that continuation of
the waiver currently in effect for the People’s
Republic of China under subsection
402(d)(1) of the Trade Act of 1974 (the
‘‘Act’’), as amended, will substantially pro-
mote the objectives of section 402 of the Act.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush
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NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate.

Memorandum on Renewing Normal
Trade Relations Status for Vietnam
June 1, 2001

Presidential Determination No. 2001–17

Memorandum for the Secretary of State
Subject: Determination Under Subsection
402(d)(1) of the Trade Act of 1974, as
Amended—Continuation of Waiver
Authority for Vietnam

Pursuant to the authority vested in me
under the Trade Act of 1974, as amended,
Public Law 93–618, 88 Stat. 1978 (herein-
after the ‘‘Act’’), I determine, pursuant to
section 402(d)(1) of the Act, 19 U.S.C.
2432(d)(1), that the further extension of the
waiver authority granted by section 402 of
the Act will substantially promote the objec-
tives of section 402 of the Act. I further de-
termine that continuation of the waiver appli-
cable to Vietnam will substantially promote
the objectives of section 402 of the Act.

You are authorized and directed to publish
this determination in the Federal Register.

George W. Bush

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on Renewing
Normal Trade Relations Status for
Vietnam
June 1, 2001

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
I hereby transmit a report including my

reasons for determining that continuation of
the waiver currently in effect for Vietnam
under subsection 402(d)(1) of the Trade Act
of 1974, as amended (the ‘‘Act’’), will sub-
stantially promote the objectives of section
402 of the Act.

Sincerely,
George W. Bush

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

May 26
In the afternoon, the President returned

from Camp David, MD, to Washington, DC.

May 28
In the morning, the President traveled to

Arlington, VA. In the afternoon, he returned
to Washington, DC, and later traveled to
Mesa, AZ, and Los Angeles, CA.

May 29
In the morning, the President traveled to

Camp Pendleton, CA.
In the afternoon, the President returned

to Los Angeles, CA, where he met with Gov.
Gray Davis of California at the Century Plaza
Hotel & Spa to discuss California’s energy
shortage.

In the evening, the President traveled to
Sequoia National Park, CA.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Rebecca O. Campoverde to be As-
sistant Secretary of Education for Legislative
and Congressional Affairs.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Henrietta Holsman Fore to be Di-
rector of the Mint.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Dionel M. Aviles to be Assistant
Secretary of the Navy for Financial Manage-
ment.

The President announced his intention to
nominate William A. Eaton to be Assistant
Secretary of State for Administration.

The White House announced that the
President will meet with Prime Minister
Junichiro Koizumi of Japan for a working visit
in Washington, DC, on June 30.

May 30
In the morning, the President returned to

Washington, DC, arriving in the evening.
The President announced his intention to

nominate George G. Williams to be Assistant
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Secretary of the Army for Acquisition, Logis-
tics, and Technology.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Otto Wolff to be Assistant Sec-
retary of Commerce for Administration and
Chief Financial Officer of the Department
of Commerce.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Linda Mysliwy Conlin to be Assist-
ant Secretary of Commerce for Trade and
Development.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Michael W. Wynne to be Deputy
Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition
and Technology.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Diane K. Morales to be Deputy
Under Secretary of Defense for Logistics and
Materiel Readiness.

The President announced his intention to
nominate William A. Navas, Jr., to be Assist-
ant Secretary of the Navy for Manpower and
Reserve Affairs.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Robert C. Bonner to be Commis-
sioner of Customs at the Department of the
Treasury.

The President announced that he has des-
ignated Edward F. Reilly to be Chairman of
the U.S. Parole Commission.

The White House announced that the
President will travel to Boston, MA, to attend
the funeral service for Representative John
Joseph Moakley on June 1.

May 31
The President made additional disaster as-

sistance available to North Dakota for re-
building public facilities damaged by severe
storms, flooding, and ground saturation on
April 5–August 12, 2000.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Alex Azar III to be General Coun-
sel of the Department of Health and Human
Services.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Theresa Alvillar-Speake to be Di-
rector of the Office of Minority Economic
Impact in the Department of Energy.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Sharee M. Freeman to be Director
of the Community Relations Service in the
Department of Justice.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Bruce Cole to be Chairperson of
the National Endowment for the Human-
ities.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Roger Francisco Noriega to be
U.S. Permanent Representative to the Orga-
nization of American States, with the rank
of Ambassador.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Ross J. Connelly to be Executive
Vice President of the Overseas Private In-
vestment Corporation.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Patricia deStacy Harrison to be As-
sistant Secretary of State for Educational and
Cultural Affairs.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Kirk Van Tine to be General Coun-
sel of the Department of Transportation.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Ellen G. Engleman to be Adminis-
trator of the Research and Special Programs
Administration at the Department of Trans-
portation.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Sheila C. Bair to be Assistant Sec-
retary of the Treasury for Financial Institu-
tions.

June 1
In the morning, the President traveled to

Boston, MA, to attend the funeral service for
Representative John Joseph Moakley. Later,
he returned to Washington, DC.

In the afternoon, the President went to
Camp David, MD.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Juan Carlos Benitez to be Special
Counsel for Immigration-Related Unfair
Employment Practices.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Janet Rehnquist to be Inspector
General of the Department of Health and
Human Services.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Carole L. Brookins to be U.S. Ex-
ecutive Director of the International Bank
for Reconstruction and Development.
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Nominations
Submitted to the Senate

NOTE: No nominations were submitted to the
Senate during the period covered by this issue.

Checklist
of White House Press Releases

The following list contains releases of the Office
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of
Other White House Announcements.

Released May 29

Transcript of a press briefing by Senior Ad-
viser to the President Karl Rove, Special As-
sistant to the President for Economic Policy
Robert McNally, and former California Bush
campaign chairman Gerald Parsky on the
President’s meeting with Gov. Gray Davis of
California

Transcript of remarks to the press pool by
Chief of Staff Andrew H. Card, Jr., on the
President’s meeting with Gov. Gray Davis of
California

Statement by the Press Secretary: Japanese
Prime Minister To Visit Washington

Released May 30

Statement by the Press Secretary on the
President’s upcoming visit to Boston, MA

Statement by the Press Secretary: German
Bundestag Votes for Payments to Holocaust,
Other WWII-Era Nazi Victims

Released May 31

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing
the President signed H.R. 802 on May 30

Statement by the Press Secretary on addi-
tional disaster assistance North Dakota

Released June 1

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer

Statement by the Press Secretary on sanc-
tions pursuant to the Foreign Narcotics
Kingpin Act

Fact sheet: Overview of the Foreign Nar-
cotics Kingpin Designation Act

Acts Approved
by the President

Approved May 28

H.R. 428 / Public Law 107–10
Concerning the participation of Taiwan in
the World Health Organization

H.R. 1696 / Public Law 107–11
To expedite the construction of the World
War II memorial in the District of Columbia

Approved May 30

H.R. 802 / Public Law 107–12
Public Safety Officer Medal of Valor Act of
2001
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